In Desert and Feldt                                                         %$
Although Haig's period of active service was short, he did
not fail to gain the personal notice of Kitchener. He was
mentioned in despatches; he received the British medal for
the campaign, and the Khedive's medal with two clasps.
He returned home with the brevet rank of major. A few
months later he was Brigade-Major of the Cavalry Brigade
at Aldershot, then .under the command of General French,
with whom he went in the latter part of 1899 to South Africa,
where trouble was brewing with the Boers.
Ever since Cape Colony was ceded to Britain in 1814, the
Boers, who were the original white settlers, had never ceased
to exhibit their resentment. They left Cape Colony and
established themselves in the Transvaal and Orange Free
State, which in the course of time became entirely surrounded
by the growing British territory. War broke out in 1880,
but when British arms had met with several reverses, notably
at Majuba Hill, peace was made and the two Boer States were
declared independent.
The discovery of gold in the Witwatesrand region in 1885
caused a great influx of adventurers, mostly British, who
speedily outnumbered the Boers, especially in Johannesburg,
an incredibly rich city of wonderful mushroom growth with
a population of 100,000. The " Outlanders," as the Boers
termed the other white settlers, brought great wealth to the
State, but they were denied any voice in the government of
the country. The Outlanders attempted to redress their
wrongs by a raid with the object of seizing Johannesburg;
but the rising resulted in failure, and during the next three
years the Boers became still more exacting. Matters speedily
went from bad to worse, and on October 12, 1899, t^ie Trans-
vaal and Orange Free State declared war on Cape Colony and
Natal. There were but few British troops on the spot; our
base was 6,000 miles away j and as the Boers had been storing
arms and ammunition for years, they had a tremendous initial